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THE LABOR ADVOCATE

Wage Scale is

Chief Cause

of Welsh Coal Mine Strike

While Owners Reap Profits of 50 to 100 Per Cent. in
War Time, Increase in Men’s Pay is Limited —

Miners Served Notice in

April.

The strike st the coal mines of South
Wales, by which nearly 200000 men
have Ld down their wools, cannot have
come as a surprise to the British Goy-
ernment nor too the mine owners, No
tices of intention 1o strike at the end
of three months unless their demands
were pramed were handed 10 the coal

aperators carls in April by the men, and
tiis formally was preceded by months
of agitation m Parliament by the lead

cre of the labor political parties.  In
the lust three months the President of
the Board of Trade, Walter Runciman,
who has charge of the Guyernmoent's
part 0 the settlement between the min
ers aned the coal Gwners, has had nam
crons conferences in London with rep

resentaiives of both sides

The strike notices handed in early in
April miarked the date when the old
WIHgC QErceements were terminited over
the whole of the coal helds of Great
Britamn. 11 the war had not imtervened
and given the coal owners the pretext
for asking that the existing reguliations
oftghit not 1o be disturbed when the na-
thom was at war, there wonld hiayve Licen

no auestion of the rght of the mmers
too make new terms with the operators
lust April  The preliminaries biad al
readdy Leen fixed, the new agreements

tooran for three vears, expiring in April,
11915,
How Wage Scale Works,

The South Wales Miners™ Federation
the one pvolyed i the present sirike,
was particilarly  anxions  for the new
terine, s members have for o long
time been discontented  under the ol
MAXIMun wiage system Aecording o
it wages vary s to the selling price of
coal only up to a certaim point, after
which the total profit goes to the mine
W TIET The  maximum  price which
txes wages was reached morve than six
munths dgo o South Wades, and  the
miners are now insisting that this mini
mumemaximum seale e abolished alto.
wether They say thiet when voal goes
dovwn they st sulfer o reduetion
I wages,  When conl goes up, they
think they should enjoy correspond-
b preodit in wages to the fall extont
ul the inveease in price,

HE]

State: conteed of tle mines of South
Wales and Scaotland Has heen alvocatel
by the mmers of those distiivts for
nuny vears, on o account 'of the uneom
protinsing attivnde pssomed I'.\ fhe owne-
ere,  FPhe general purpose of the pres
et strike 15 to foree the Govermmem
e take over the il control of  the

mes as they dhid ot the hegtiming of
the war of the railroads ocler an ar
raneeiient  wineh has  been  ennoently
wtisfnciory e the conntey as well as
tor the mnen, and which hias prevented 1l

excessive profits i the radlroad busiiess
whiteh the miners claim the mitte own
ers have heen oltiining Fhe Govern
et Bas attempted o be neatral on the
g sitwtion, antd COse ey lins

dome Title winels plesises either side o
the controversy

The repeated relusal of Proince Min
tor Asqunth, os meduator three tonths
aiten, togive oflicial approval to the par
amovnt clwon of the winers’ unpoms Ly
mivtional recowmtion, which s the posi
pon @ el Dikewase by Mre. Ruone
IRy nedintor, foros the basts for the
batlied i the mimers that the Goy

Ways and Menns.
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eritment s actually on the sude of the
capitadist mme owners.  The workmen
believe, therefore, thay the recent action
ol the South Wales mine owniers in plac
g themiselves  unreservedly  in the
Bands of the Government soplies no loes
to thems, as far as safe-guarding their
findamental interests is concerned,

One Year of Profit,
Ihe  Government  resulition  (xing
the price of conl at the pit heagd, which

Las Teen published i the last few duys,
Catines fog !.‘l'[(‘. :|r|‘-|rrfmu o llll' miners,
o abohsh the evils of excessive profis
The ming owners have already had 2
venr  of  unresteicted Hherty given o
Hhiem 1|}' the Giovertment, i ihe fact of
protests from every section of the cotine

Iy, o enmnating from almost every
,'Ill]‘ul]llr.‘lll HES \'II‘II s Thl' Illiﬂl‘r_‘. .'(IIII
the new regulation will not affect the

contriacts already madle by the collier
'S

These have recently heen signed in
larpge numbers, apparently in anticipa-
thott of Govermment action, and it is un
der=tood that they provide for the prives
af cual for the coming vear. The Gov-
ernment regulation of prices, heing for
the pertd of the war, may not be ap-
plicd ar all wnless the wiar in exist-
ence when new coal contracts are madle,
ot unless the Government  arhitearily
sweeps astde the contracts,

(o Febenary 25, the Board of Drade,
o aceount of the wation-wide dissitis- |
faction  wyong hovscholders  over e
merense i the ||I'it‘r O coitl for damestic
use, appointed a o committee oy investi-
gate the matter. Their report sustain-
ed the consumers i their contention that
the exorbitant price of coal was
justibied by present war conditions, and
that there was w0 reasin why  these
prices shoulid sustadned. The peo-
ple were paying o an average of from
Wo 1L shillings (21055 t0 $2.25) more for
conl, per ton, which the Board of Treade
Committee declaved  should nor legin
nuttely cost more than 1 shilling 6 penee
(AT cems) maore on the ton,

Praised the Miners,

The Prosident of the Board of reade
felly endorsed e report of his con-
mittee and a0 few weeks ago he made
aostirring speech in o the Houwse of Com
mons=—which the miners
hiberamtely  suppressed by
don dnilies hecagse 1 wis oo
able o therr canse, M. 1
apenly chavged that the
woere fixing exorhitant prices at the
pit=heand d that they were using
the nation's necids to Fuether their
own seltish ends,  He stated gt the
s time that the miners of Greeat
Britwin were working taithfully and
vnergetieally, Muany msands o
them lnd joined the eolors and con-
sequently the total output had dimin-
el bt the et per man had in-
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Fhe Pene Mingster hiwiself, in his
tanmions speech at Neweastle early in

May, in which le made an clogquent ap-

peal for recriits, stated that the conl
miners Dad glrendy enlisted vp to the
mnber of 5000, fepresenting 20 per

vent of the total nomber of recrmits andd

A per cent of the onners of  militars
IR
V\unnoyin
Just as the young nuar patsed his it
noresponse e how and a osole from
the heantiful girl who was [rassag by
s toot steoek a0 beosma peel and  dew
it e pnder lum Pl Baneded] om el
ek o s ek, s o e 1 o
rectiont and las cate i another
e van et asked  a Iriendly
prohieeinan, as the victim of the acoident
sat pp ad Degan to swear voluhily
Flaet 2 he excliimod "Ny i oun
e v epdd sore, that's wilhiat 1 am
I hist Domehend anmers man aeross
strect forgon totuen the crank, amd now
Py gok to it fall all over again
| ieny the poliveman realized that
i 13 L} b s o AV IR
(T e king
Shelled,
lack nsedd 1o be alisolutely  nettral
tl e was Bt by a shell
Wh I diiln’t know he'd wiy
ol it e Bierte Linge.
Fle hasat. He wa L
aelem Rywver, and one of
aren] shoells came along and
ile in the sude of Ins canoe.”™
Habitunl.
I womsder why liggers alwavs makes
lghir oot othrer peaple’s mstortune
It comes natnral o b, Tgress. Yo
e b lotm agent for o rarbeoad com

STATE COURTS DIFFER
ON COMPENSATION ACT

{1 1 Report Shows Wide
Divergence of Opinion As to
Liability.

dbor

WASHINGTON. <The United States

Bureay of Labor Statistics of the De-
pertment of Labor Tas issued a review
uf corry decisions affecting labor, Two
hundred  and  sisty-tive decisions  are

summarized.  dealing with the applica-
o and constroction of the laws. or
with the application of the principles of
the common law to the rights and rela-
tons of the worker, A Llletin jssued
un the subject states in part

“The largest grovp of cases oo a singele
sthject is that reluting to the new farm
of legislation koown as workmen's come
pensation laws,  The decisions on this
suliject ranve fron guestions of consti-
tetionality—deeided adversely 1 the case
of the Kentucky statete and favorahly in
other State courts—to the determination
of delintions or of single points of dis-
pute.

Ovcenmttionsl Discases,

“Ioconsidering vecopational disenses,
for nstiice, the Massaelis

Why Not Make Free
Trip to Frisco Fair

The Labor
give its friends the opportunity to make
some of the most pleasurable trips to be
taken an this country, and at no expense
to themselves,

Would vou like to make the trip to
the American Federation of Labor meet-
ing in San Francisco next fall?

Would you like to go to the meeting
of the Ohio State Federation at Mans-
field, Ohia?

The trip to San Francisco will be made
at the time when the great Panama [Ex-
position is in full swing; at the time
when all the nations of the world will
have their exhibits fully completed, and
when the crowds will he at their largest
and the eity of the Golden Gate in its

most gala attire,
The opportunity seldom has been of-
fered to the person of modetate means

etts coupts | 1o take such trip without cost to himself.

Hold lead  paisonine a0 be within the | This trip means @ liberal education; it

Stite net providing for compensation for
mersonal injuries aricing oot of and in
the course of employment.” while the
Michigan courts, vmler the provisions of
a State law similarly exnressed. hold
that o ease of Tead poisoning is not en-
titled 1o compensation

“Another important erorp of decisions
m g related Beld s those determining
the ap cation of the Federal hability
statirie o different classes of  radlroad
employments.  Several cuases are foond
which tirn one the mnre of the employ-
ment of the  injured  person, that s,
whether in mterstate conpietrce or not
The courts are not uniform in their con-
struciion OF this statete, et among the
enmiplayments found to e within the act
were those a Dlaeksmith repairing,
ars nsed inanterstate commerce, i teles
wraph lineman eneaged in repair work,
workmen installing hlock signal systems,
i carpenter huilding an addition 1w a
frojght shed, a laborer carrving coal 1o
hent a shon in which interstate cars were
heing repatred, et

“Ohher classes of Nederal
receiveld  eomsiderilile  attention
comrt decisions are those limiting  the
howtrs of service of railebad eniployes
and requiring the sopply and mainten-
ance of safety applinnees,
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GIRL “BELLHOPS™ IN LONDON,

e to War—Nisters Do Well
In ‘Fhe'r Phiwes,

toys G

the
el
I she s careying on her many
med varie!] duties dnoa o way that pleases
EyVery

Lomdon—"The givl “helthop™ s
latest inpovation in the large West
Hewils, ¢

ol

Stnarthy dresseds withowhote gloves sl
ol D ome her mnfomm, page
nre seefi b the front entrinces ol many

West Fd Botels, O real Chellhap”
e wone intdoaowar factory,” explained
the numnger of one hotel, recently. “lis

sttcvesair has been here bt o few davs,
and D omnst osay she s proving highly
satisfactory.  She s antelligent, snd she
vsomick and pehite. She js o making her-
sell extremely popular with our regular
costomers, and s domng guite well with
i,

he same story, wiis told wt other
htels where the eirl “hellhop™ has heen
mari --Imr.l ||h- urmy ol ;:n'l lh'|—i|| \'1-1-
iy pirls and el messengers
grows daily, 1 shonld not he surprised
1owe hve 1o have gicl elegraph hoys,™

h‘u'lul K,

sutdd o postnpister an the atv, “We can
ol wet hioys, ol swe are short Staffed
now, hecause they are either ciflisting
ur i e munitton factories.”

LONGSHOREMEN WALK OUT,

New York—Nine hendred longshore
ien etiploved by the Ulvide Steamship
Company - and the Mallory  Steanmship
Compatly  went on strike Welnesday
Mot \ leader declared tha
cxhorenien cimployved by of the
large steamship companies wonld he on
strike within o A\ te-up the
FTH L TS - the shipment
i foodstulis an supphies 1y Fa-
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T VOTE ON ADVANUE,
Fast Liverpool, O —EFEdward Menye
Presidint of the Nationid  Brovherhood
of Operative Potters, annpoonesd  thist
the elglt thowsad members of the mnion
wartth! Be asked 1o vote i o refefendum
e wage advanee resolutions .|r|uf'ln||
W the re convention. at At
Lty

¢t

lox npres=its,

askod the man
he approached the
with riuls
Watiting

"Any tish runping &
TITRILNT
where a group o
lines were sitiing in
resulty
Pleaty of ‘emi vunning,”” caine the
one of the hshermien, who wits
a raleoad comductor with aday offs “lan
1t durn one of ‘om making wuny
loweald 1S o

thy haowit, ns

andl

Lor

Hwen

'means that you may see all the wonders

of modern times, meet and mingle with
the peoples of all countries; sce the
greatest works of art; the most wonder-
ful buildings and electrical effects ever
shown; the Clieago and the St Louis
IFairs were as the first stcamboat that
ran up the Hudson as compared with the
present-day  trans-Atlantic ocean grey-
hounds when viewed with what San
Francisco will offer to the world this
vear.

The trip 1o Mansfield, 0., while of
lesser importance, also has manifold ad-
vantages. Mansficld is a modern little |

COOLIE MANNED SHIPS PASS
TO BRITISH OWNERSHIP

San Francisco.—The Dallar Steamship

i the  Company has sold two of its vessels to

parties in Vancouver, Dritish Columbia,
aecording to statements by Capt, Dollar.
This ship owner has sold vessels liefore
bt the seamen's bill is Wlamed for the
present disposal, Lately Capt. Dollar has
been in the public press almost continu-
ously with threats to change the regis-
tey of his ships from American to Brit-
ich becanse of the seamen’s act, and
Editor Scharrenbierg of the Coast Sea-
med's Journal, makes this comment

“The one oomsoling  thought in the
whiole affair is the knowledge of the fact
that no American, will lose his job he-
canse of this transfer. The same eoolie
crew aml the same alien officers whio
manned the Daollar steamers during their
temporiry sojourn under the Stars and
Stripes will vemain on those ships under
the Union Jack :

“It sn happens there are no Americans
on these American (#) ships. So the
change in registry will he exceedingly

simple. 1t means a change of Hag and
nothing  else. Yet Capt, .l"'nllfl\fﬂl
continge 1o pose as the first shimng
victim of that horreid, ahominable sea-

men's act. e will continte 1o tell the
simple. Simons from Maine o Califor-
min that he conld neg donger compet:
\\'ltll fn'l.'v'tun -l'liln- hie sy ul_ CNerors
conditions regarding the character and
comforts of the crew, ete., imposed up-
o bis ships by an ill-adyised Conaress

“Yoes, tudecd, it s simply awfel for
Vmericans  too contemplare  this awinvl
Ioss, 1t o Beitish friencls o ed mot
rejoice,  Capt. Dillar will ke them on

the fime with fregqeent threats 1o eban
his vessels 1o Clnese registry

“Capt, Dollar will never be periect™
hanpy until he finds some nation which
permits b o run his ships jest as be

plenses, without any kind of restrictions
or redtlations whatever ™
Ielieved,

“Phat's a0 terrible load offt ey mind !

\
the goodd wife heard her hoshian ] exelaim
as he entered e s

“What is it, dear?

toesly ws she res

she imgmred ans-
Lo s sade

“There 1t 18" he rephed, pomting to
s derby B, “And believe me, 1towas
sonmie Togd.”

A Busy Day.
“There's a delivery wagon driving up

iy

1 OUr " said “Peen shop-
ping agaip?"”

“Well, 1 didn't have anvthing o do”

replicd Widey, “so | went down to
Wanacooper's and  lstened toothe con-
cert i thetr avdditoriem It was jist
splendid, o, After that 1 went up 1o
the wrocery department and tried some
new  cereal they're  demonstrating |
mannged 1o get three helpings, so |
dindt need to spend  any money for

luncheon.  Then 1 looked ot the fashion

parade and spent the rest of the after-
noon in the arr eallery \fter that |
didn’t feel as 20 1 onghit w leave the

store without bhaving anvthing, so 1 had
Vthem send me up o spool of thread.”

Advocate has decided to|

city, nestling in one of the most beautiful
valleys in the world, A week there will
give you an onting, free from the smoke
and grime of a great city, a chance to
“wet back to the country” and see the
likeness of the old-home town,

Do you want to take one of these
trips?

This is how you can do it without cost
10 yourself

Popularity Contest.

The one obtaining the greatest number
of votes will receive a railroad ticket
over any line he may choose, sleeping ear
fare and $30 in cosh to pay his incidental
CXPenscs.

The one receiving the second highest
number of votes will receive his railroad
fare to and from Manshield, O, and 835
in cash,

To the person receiving the third high-
est number of votes will he given the
same railroat facilities and $25 in cash.

To the contestant getting the fourth
highest number of ballots there will be
given the same railroad facilities and 815
in cash.

Does this sound good to vou?

Then this the ior
vourseli or vour friends these caveted
privileges :

Come to Room 34, Thoms Building,
Main and Fifth strects, and the details
will be explained. It will not cost vou
a cent to inguire, and it may mean one
of the most profitable and pleasurable
events of vour life.

18 way to obtain

EDUCATIONAL NOTES.

In every one of the fty-four gram-
mar schools of Portland, Ore. there is
a Parent Teachers' association.

Milwaukee has installed  twenty-live
of the tinest type of pool or billiard ta-
bles i its public schoal huildings.

Social dancing for young and old has
tiken place in 200 schoolhouses thirough-
out the comntry during the past season,
according to the Russell Sage founda-
tion,

Every immigrant child arfiving it a
United States port of entry will hence-
forth be reported mmmediately to the
school authorities 1 the locality  to
which he s destined, so that he may
be placed in school without loss of time.

PITH AND POINT.

without cifory, is

Spain, apparent
lkeeping its holero on.
Some men learn a trade, ad others

cultivate o hearty handshake

A woman ean sharpen o pencil s
gracefully as a man can thread w necdle.

Many of the good things o he said
alit mien are held for rvelense until
they dic,

[Easiest thing in the world o ger up
i the air, bhut it s hard 1o graceiully
el down again,

In the matter of il abstinence the
Uritish people scem o e melined 1w
“let George do it

Now they are sayving  that Hueerta
’ - = ATl
amonnts to something after all; he's a

New taxpaiyer

Switzerland 15 sl astand of com-

mon sense entirely surtounded by g sea
of war madness

Culitmbia  viiversity  professors el
that siiedt amd by decsease work

g Capacin Ihis has been wenerally

suspected,

A Pitt=hureh girl has had an admirer
arrestedd for stenling ler tectd Line
making must he strennous hesiness
the Smoky Ciny

[t is oidd that while war is raging all
through  Furope  South Amieriea,  re-
nowned for its revedution habit, should
he advocating permanent peice

\nnovncement s mate thar the i
bunal of peaze at The Mague 15 six-
teen yensr old.  Ought to be able to sit
i el take nopce Just about now,

D, Wiley's dicttm that wamii’s hest
profession is marriage is not weaken-

oif by the peeasional demonstration that,
all other professions, it his its fail-

A Spicy Retort.
“What does it mean when they say i
man is mustard 0" asked a 1 wf a

distinguished Major ar the arory.

“It means he's in for a hot time™ And
the Mijor putted the ¢hild's head and
gave lam half a dollar,




